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Abstract

This article presents a critical and analytical study of the objections raised by
Orientalist scholars regarding the authenticity and preservation of the “Uthmanic
codices of the Qur’an. Since the nineteenth century, Orientalists such as Theodor
Noldeke, William Muir, and Arthur Jeffery have questioned the compilation,
transmission, and textual integrity of the Qur’an. Their arguments frequently relied
on preconceived assumptions about the human authorship of the Qur’an, a selective
reading of Islamic historical sources, and exaggerated emphasis on minor
manuscript variations. Such approaches, while influential in Western academic
circles, often disregarded the methodological rigor of the Islamic tradition of hadith,
tafsir, and qira’at.

The research highlights that the objections of Orientalists are generally
characterized by three major weaknesses: first, an insufficient engagement with
authentic Islamic primary sources; second, the generalization of isolated textual
differences into claims of textual instability; and third, the presence of cultural or
theological bias that shaped their conclusions. In contrast, both early and
contemporary Muslim scholars, including Mustafa al-A‘zami, Subhi Salih, and
Muhammad Hamidullah, have demonstrated through rigorous scholarship that the
Qur’an’s textual history is one of stability, continuity, and careful preservation.
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Moreover, recent manuscript discoveries such as the Birmingham Qur’an folios and
the San‘a’ palimpsests provide compelling evidence that the Qur’anic text in
circulation today is consistent with manuscripts dating back to the first century
Hijrah. These findings have significantly undermined the Orientalist claim that the
Qur’an was subject to later interpolation or corruption. Instead, they reinforce the
Islamic perspective that the Qur’an has been transmitted in a remarkably stable
form since its revelation.

This study concludes that while Orientalist objections created challenges, they also
served as a catalyst for Muslim scholarship to engage more deeply in the scientific
study of Qur’anic manuscripts and textual criticism. In the contemporary context,
such objections retain significance not as valid critiques but as opportunities for
intellectual dialogue and scholarly development. The article recommends the
establishment of specialized research centers, enhanced collaboration between
Muslim and Western scholars, and greater inclusion of Qur’anic textual studies in
academic curricula to address misconceptions and promote a balanced
understanding of the Qur’an’s preservation.

Keywords: ‘Uthmanic Codices, Orientalist Objections, Qur’an Preservation,
Textual Integrity, Manuscript Studies, Islamic Scholarship
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